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Generations of experimental phone-
ticians have been trying:---- unsuccess-
fully of course:---to develop appara-
tus for measuring linguistic events by
constructing instruments that mea-

sured acoustic/articulatory events.



Many of them, for example, labored
over pitch meters in their efforts to
“measure” linguistic tones and never
seriously considered that a pitch curve
is really not an intonation contour at
all. (Denes, 1970)
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Listening is least understood of the
four language skills and consequent-
ly the least well taught.
(Pimsleur fth, 1977)
There is little direct research on
second language listening compre-
hension. (Richards, 1983)
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